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In 1997, at the first World Congress of Nephrology in
Sydney, I had the great honor—and even greater per-
sonal pleasure—of introducing two old friends and col-
leagues as they were presented with the Jean Hamburger
Award: Priscilla Kincaid-Smith and Renee Habib. I
thought little then that only 6 years later I would be
receiving this award myself, and it is indeed a humbling
experience to look through the list of previous awardees,
not only Priscilla and Renee, but also, for example, Bob
Schrier, my co-recipient this year.
Although this award comes from the ISN alone, being
here in Berlin reminds me of previous Congresses here,
and that I have had the honor to be president of not just
one, but three of the major sponsoring organizations of
this World Congress—the ISN, the ERA, and finally the
ESPN, two of which I helped found some 40 years ago.
The ERA held a meeting here in Berlin in 1971, in a
city still scarred not only by war but the awful division
of the city by the Berlin Wall, with the decay and neglect
that this brought to the heart of the city. To see a confi-
dent, busy city brimming with life today reminds us that
progress is indeed possible, despite the many terrible
world conflicts and tragedies we still encounter daily.
I am especially happy to recall my long association
with pediatric nephrology, particularly the period in the
1960s and 1970s when I was in daily contact with children
suffering from renal disease. Sickness knows no bound-
aries with age, and one of the themes that I have returned
to again and again is the necessity of caring in a continu-
ous fashion for individuals, perhaps even from infancy,
if necessary, through old age. I recall here today some
of my childhood patients from the 1960s who we helped
save, but who still need continuing care 40 or more years
later. At least one of those patients is now a grandparent
herself!
The presence of Andy Rees, which again gives me so
much pleasure—thank you, Andy, for being so kind,
even if some of what you said resembles fiction more than
fact, illustrates what may have been my most important
contribution to medicine and nephrology—the nurturing
and training of almost 250 individuals who passed
through our unit at Guy’s in London between 1965 and
1995 in the clinics, in the laboratory, or often both.
More than 80% of this large family came to us from
countries all over the world, from every continent—well,
except Antarctica. As hosts, we gave them what we could
of our experience, but all of them contributed immeasur-
ably, not the least to the atmosphere and productivity
of the unit itself. Without them, few of the many papers
we were able to publish would have seen the light of
day. I like to think of them as a huge extended family,
whose members I can meet today almost anywhere I go
in the world. Many have achieved fame and standing
within medicine and nephrology, including, of course,
Professor Andy Rees.
I am sure we learned as much from all of our students
and visitors as they did from us, probably more, the
greatest lesson being the truly global nature of the effort
of helping those suffering from renal disease.
Thus, when, beginning in the middle 1980s the ISN
adopted as one of its major goals the spread of practice
and knowledge for the benefit of the population of the
world, it was to see a personal dream come true—a
dream which I remember sketching out in my speech at
the opening ceremony of the 1987 Congress of the ISN,
which we hosted in London that year.
Today, as a result of almost two decades of hard work
and brilliant ideas from many individuals, including, in
particular, my co-recipient Bob Schrier, Barry Brenner,
and John Dirks, the ISN has in place a range of educa-
tional and exchange programs, which, perhaps sadly for
medicine as a whole, remains unique among world medi-
cal organizations.
I would like to say a word or two about Jean Ham-
burger. It is an enormous honor for me to receive an
award named for him. I suppose that today, only a minor-
ity of this audience has had the pleasure of meeting or
knowing him, as I did for almost 30 years.
Our contact began the first time I went to Paris for
the annual meetings at the Necker Hospital, which he
founded, and at which time formed one of the highest
points of the year in the study of kidney disease and
physiology. The sheer force of the man who had had the
vision to see that nephrology must emerge as a specialty,
and who made this come about, not only in France but
internationally, was awesome, and I still remain in awe
of him, 30 years later.
Four years after he first suggested such an organization
in 1956, appropriately when the ISN was formed, he
became the first of a distinguished line of presidents, a
number of whom are present this morning. Also, even
though both in Britain and Italy, nephrology was a word
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only occasionally used in the 1950s, it was he who rescued
it from moldering into obscurity, and thus, in a very real
sense, baptized us all as nephrologists.
Finally, I am standing here today only because of the
support over the decades from a large number of peo-
ple—first, my many colleagues at Guy’s and internation-
ally, but above all my family, who, like all those attached
to people far too busy, suffered late returns from work,
and many absences from home over the years. Their role
is not often recognized, and I would like to right that
deficiency today.
Thanks to you all.
